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Abstract

Studying law in a settler colonial environment is not as straightforward as one
might expect, and bringing together the two respective scholarships reveals the
shortcomings of traditional law theories in comprehensibly treating legal issues against
such a backdrop; especially issues pertaining to ownership as well as both political

and sovereign rights.

This study explores the anatomy of law within an Israeli settler colonial
framework in the West Bank from 1967 until present time. It argues that Israel, as a
settler colonial power structure, has successfully created a web of laws, administrative
procedures, and formal as well as informal practices in order to exercise various forms
of control over space and people. It is further argued that this is an attempt to establish
a process of substituting existing legal ownership relations in respects to land in
preparation for the enforcing of future legal sovereignty over the West Bank. Hence,
the study examines the mechanisms of control in regards to land as well as the
substitution of ownership relations by addressing various legal concepts as well as
their interrelatedness. This is in order to understand 1) exactly how the web of laws,
procedures, and practices contributing to the control and grabbing of land is woven,
2) the effort to legitimize these procedures and practices — at times based on

international law and other times by pushing for the application of national legislation,
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and 3) that it is necessary to recognize the difference between legitimization of
practices based on legitimacy built on a categorical understanding of the law versus

legitimacy built on an intrinsic understanding of the law.

Eventually, this study raises more questions than it elicits answers, as examining
law within a settler colonial framework means studying law in its broadest sense.
Nevertheless, this study concludes with the significance of law in the process of settler
colonization and the control of land and people, as well as the complementarity in the
work of the legal and administrative structures and practices at various levels within
the framework of the settler colonial structure. It furthermore concludes with the
centrality of violence in the formation of law and space, and the relationships that link
these two concepts together within this framework, as well as its impact on the
relationship between the native and the colonized on one hand, and their relationship
with both law and space on the other hand. Finally, this study also concludes that the
process of dismantling the settler colonial legal structure demands a comprehensive
understanding of how this structure works, operates, and interacts with its

surroundings within the time and space through which it was created and exists.

This study makes three main contributions to the field. First, by documenting
authentic cases through interviews, the study thus provides valuable additions to the

Palestinian collective memory. Second, the assertion that Palestinian legal structures
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in fact have the legal authority to act against the settler colonial legal framework and
that they should put this agency into effect. Finally, the study introduces a new way
of reading law in terms of a categorical reading versus an intrinsic reading. This
effectively presents a path through which issues such as ownership as well as both
political and sovereign rights can be navigated and treated; a path that has previously

been obscured by the settler colonial web of laws.
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